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The engineering division is a team of professional, technical and support
staff dedicated to providing quality surveying, engineering and construction
management in support of the public transportation and stormwater
infrastructure needs as well as Facilities Capital Improvements Projects.
The surveying group lead by Rob Zierden provides the surveying needed
for the division’s design and construction projects. In addition, the team
maintains records of county easements, right-of-ways, and plats with the
assistance of our GIS Division.
The transportation group lead by Bryon Boyce manages the transportation
program to include the inventory and condition assessment of the county
paved roadway network (over 500 miles), and the design and construction
management of resurfacing projects and road safety projects. .

Mike Nelson
District I
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Mike Thomas
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Continued...
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Engineering Continued...
The stormwater group led by Natasha Lithway manages the stormwater program to include the
inventory of all county ditch, pipe and inlet network, the design and construction management
of drainage improvement projects and design and permitting of dredging projects for the
Roads and Bridges dredging operation. In addition to their primary function, the team assists
the Roads and Bridges Division with design of small projects generated through Citizen’s
requests and the planning division with floodplain management.
Shannon Chamberlain manages the participating paving program and
provides project management for a number of other grant projects. In
addition, she manages the municipal service benefit unit program and all
it entails.
The construction group led by Darrin Pursell provides construction
inspection for the County’s Capital Improvement Projects. In addition to
their primary function, the team is responsible for the issuance of commercial driveways and
construction in the right–of-way permits and they manage the adopt a highway program.
Together the team procures funding for capital programs through grant writing and will design
and manage over 10 million dollars worth of projects this year. We work with the planning
division in the review, construction monitoring and platting of new subdivisions, and handle
citizen’s inquiries related to roads and stormwater. When we are not busy doing our regular
work, we are busy assisting other departments in our area of expertise, such as providing
surveying support to all other Bay County Departments, or engineering services for projects
such as West End Fire Station, Crooked Creek Boat Ramp and the Shooting Range. This would
not be possible without the great people and teamwork here in the Engineering Division.

May is here...
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Service
Anniversaries

May Birthdays
1 Alvin Edwards

35 Years

Howard B. Jones, Kimberly A. Barbero, Mercedes
2 M. Lopanec

Harold Patrick

3 James E. Dodge, Marcus A. Vigil, Anthony M. Lama

25 Years
Thomas Arnold

4 Billy R. Forrest

15 Years

5 Fred T. Wakefield, Thomas R. Newton

Randy Newton

Rose C. Burns, Dennis L. Stubbs, Linda G. Griner,
6 Thomas S. Pickels

10 Years
Randy Jordan

7 John H. Deegins, Trevor A. Clark, Scott D. Warner

Roads & Bridges
Roads & Bridges

Planning & Zoning
Teen Court

5 Years

8 Diane C. Stiltner

Kimberly Shoaf

Mexico Beach CDC

10 Herman R. Riley, Janie L. Lucas

Joseph Volpi

Veterans Services

12 Natasha Lithway, Robert E. Vinson

New Hires

16 Sidney G. Busick, Mark W. Van Dike
Donald J. Banks, Myra F. Paxton, Joanne L. Whitley,
17 Roy A. Golden, Charles H. Brunner
18 Ronald M. Wolf

Diane Stiltner

Builder Services

19 Jim E. Davey, George E. Hand

Brendan Day

Water Plant

Richard J. Evans, David J. Pfister,
20 Sidney L. Willingham

Lisa Williams

Engineering

Mark Dickinson

Info Systems

22 Timothy H. Harper, Misty L. Haddock

23 David G. Marcum
25 Ray F. Banner, Valerie L. Sale, Daniel B. Parker
27 Marcia L. Bush, Lisa A. Williams
28 Douglas A. Cook

If you do not want your birthday to be listed
in the newsletter, please notify
Kimmy Brown at: kbrown@baycountyfl.gov.
This needs to be done the month before...

29 Stephen L. Thomason
31 William N. Dobrolet
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VETERANS’ SERVICE OFFICE
Bay County’s 2015 Memorial Day Observance

On Monday, May 25th @ 10:00 a.m. the Bay County Veterans Council in
conjunction with the Bay County Board of County Commissioners will host Bay
County’s annual Memorial Day Observance in Panama City. The event will be at
Kent Forest Lawn Cemetery at 2403 Harrison Avenue.
The ceremony, a tribute to the men and women who have served our great nation
and have given their lives; the ultimate sacrifice to protect the freedoms that our
country hold so dear. We remember their sacrifice and reflect the great cost of
freedom.
Bill Gobat, Lt. Colonel, USMC, (Ret) will serve as the Master of Ceremonies. The
Guest Speaker will be Commissioner Mike Thomas, District 5; who served in the
United States Army.

The agenda for the ceremony is as follows:
Welcome by Lt./Col. Bill Gobat, Master of Ceremonies.
Invocation by Dr. Margaret S. Shepard, St. Andrews Episcopal Church.
Presentation of Colors by Color Guard of Mosley High School Marine Corps JROTC.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Bill Gobat.
National Anthem by Jesselyn Dudinsky, Junior at North Bay Haven School.
Wreath Presentation by Marine Corps League, Detachment 065.
Roll Call & Honor Walk by Veterans Organizations, Units/Troops.
God Bless America by Jesselyn Dudinksy.
Recognition of Special Guest, widows, mothers and parents of deceased Veterans.
Guest Speaker, Commissioner Mike Thomas.
Benediction by Dr. Margaret S. Shepard.
Twenty-One Gun Salute by the Gulf State Guards, Inc.
Taps performed by Stewart Corbin, Orchestra member of First Baptist Church of PC.
Closing Remarks / Dismissal by Bill Gobat.
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Bay County Public Library
NEED A LITTLE EXTRA HELP ON THE COMPUTER
OR YOUR MOBILE DEVICE?

BOOK-A-LIBRARIAN!
Library staff can provide one-on-one training sessions to assist you with
computers, research databases, iPads, Nooks, Kindles, and more!
This free service is offered at the Bay County Public Library. Just call 5222107 for an appointment!

Pop Culture Historian Tim Hollis
Author and pop culture historian Tim Hollis will present "Miniature Golf in the Miracle Strip" at the Bay
County Public Library on May 2nd @ 2 p.m. to promote his new book The Minibook of Minigolf.
When asked which miniature golf course did he have the most fun visiting while working on the book,
Hollis said, "Unfortunately, there aren't many of the old concrete-dinosaur-and-windmill courses left, but

I think most people would agree that the great survivor is Goofy Golf in Panama City Beach, Florida."
Hollis's books focus on roadside history which he believes represents the documentation of any part of
the American commercial landscape that has disappeared or at least changed drastically over the
decades--restaurants, motels, roadside attractions and so on. Hollis says, "I enjoy seeing such
documentation because it reminds me of my own past, but there are probably those who are too young
to remember it personally and just enjoy it
because

they

think

it

looks

funky!"

Tim Hollis is the author of twenty-five books

chronicling various aspects of popular culture
and history, including Hi There, Boys and

Girls! America's Local Children's TV Programs;
Mouse Tracks: The Story of Walt Disney
Records; Selling the Sunshine State: A
Celebration of Florida Tourism Advertising;
and Ain't that a Knee-Slapper: Rural Comedy
in the Twentieth Century.
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Bay County Public Library
LIBRARY EVENTS IN MAY
Free Computer Classes @ Your Library
Bay County Public Library, 898 West 11th Street,
Panama City

Computer Basics Part 1 of 2
May 5, 2015 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Learn to identify computer components and use common elements of a Windows-based
operating system, navigate software, and save/store files. Prerequisite: None.
Computer Basics Part 2 of 2
May 7, 2015 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Learn the basic features of the Mozilla Firefox web browser, learn the difference between a
search box and URL box, and learn to evaluate a website's content. Prerequisite: Computer
Basics Part 1 or equivalent experience.
PowerPoint Part 1 of 2
May 12, 2015 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Microsoft PowerPoint is an electronic slideshow program designed to create multimedia
presentations. Presentations may include text, graphics, and sound. Learn how to create a
presentation. Prerequisite: Computer Basics or equivalent experience.
Power Point Part 2 of 2
May 14, 2015 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Learn how to use some of the features of PowerPoint to set up slideshows and presentations.
Prerequisite: PowerPoint Part 1.
Connect U: Computer Basics for Genealogists
May 26, 2015 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Learn basic computer skills to help your genealogy research. Some topics include computer
organization; saving and downloading files; cut, copy, and paste; and Internet basics.
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Dear Dewey is designed to help information flow to
and from your Library. If you have library or
information access questions, just Ask Dewey! Send
your Dear Dewey questions
to: referencedesk@nwrls.com.
Put Dear Dewey in the Subject Line and Dewey will
respond!
Dear Dewey,
How many e-books can I check out at a time? - Mr. P
Dear Mr. P,
You can check out up to 5 e-books or downloadable audiobooks at a time. You can also place up to 5 e-books or downloadable
audiobooks on hold.
To see how many books you currently have checked out:
• Go to www.nwrls.com
• Click on Books, Etc.
• Click on eBooks and eAudio
• Click on OverDrive
• Click on Account and enter your library card number and PIN
There will be a box on the right side of the page that shows how many items you currently have checked out and how many items
you have on hold.
Dear Dewey,
How do I return an e-book early? - Jack M.
Dear Jack M.,
To return an e-book early, access your OverDrive account:
• Go to www.nwrls.com
• Click on Books, Etc.
• Click on eBooks and eAudio
• Click on OverDrive
• Click on Account and enter your library card number and PIN
If you haven't downloaded the e-book (such as to a Kindle or to an OverDrive app), then you can simply return the book by
clicking on "Return Title" underneath the book.
If the "Return Title" box is not there, then how you return the e-book depends on how you downloaded the e-book. For instance, if
you downloaded the e-book to your Kindle or Kindle app, you must return it through your Amazon account.
For specific device and app instructions on how to return e-books, please visit http://help.overdrive.com/customer/portal/
articles/1481263.

If you need further assistance, please call 850-522-2107 or visit your local branch.
Dear Dewey,
How many items can I check out from the library? - Marsha
Dear Marsha,
You may checkout up to 20 physical items plus up to 5 e-books or downloadable audiobooks with your Northwest Regional
Library System card. Some branches may have limits on how many DVDs and audiobooks you can check out at a time; please
contact your local branch to see if they place limits on non-book items.
Have a Dear Dewey Question? Dewey wants to hear from you!
Simply email Dewey at referencedesk@nwrls.com.
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Paula M. Davis, Ed.D.
4-H Youth Development Faculty
UF/IFAS Extension Bay County

Try a 4-H Summer Adventure
If you have a child age 8-12, you might want to consider sending him or her on a summer adventure at 4-H
Camp at Timpoochee 4-H Center, located in Niceville, Florida. Bay and Gulf County 4-H will host a four day/
three night camp at Timpoochee from June 29-July 2, 2015. Another camping opportunity is the state marine
camp, which will be held July 20-24, 2015.
Camp Timpoochee 4-H Center is separated from the Destin beaches
by the Choctawatchee Bay. This camp allows campers first-hand
experience with Florida’s marine and coastal environment above and
below the waterline. Programs are designed to bring science to life
in this living laboratory with the forest and bay providing classrooms
for hands-on learning. Participants have an opportunity to learn
while seining, cast netting, fishing, snorkeling, kayaking, going on a
nature hike, doing archery and/or taking a ride on the 28-foot
pontoon boat.
4-H Summer camping programs provide opportunities for youth to
develop new friendships and feel a
sense of safety and security within a new environment away from home. It can
provide that first experience being away from family in a residential setting.
Youth are building their independence by having cabin responsibilities, getting to
and from scheduled events on time, and gaining exposure to working together as
a team. Camp life provides some early opportunities for children to learn the
concept of generosity. Helping others in need, whether it is a forgotten item,
simply sharing your free time with someone new, or demonstrating care and
concern to someone who is feeling left out are all character building skills that are
part of the camp learning environment.
So, if you want your child to get outdoors and leave electronics behind, consider
sending him/her to camp to learn about the great outdoors and Florida marine
life. A daily snack from the canteen and a summer camp t-shirt are included in the
camp fees, along with nutritious meals prepared on site by certified kitchen staff.
All cabins are air-conditioned. Campers must be between the ages of 8-12
(campers must have turned at least eight by September 1, 2014). There are a limited number of scholarships
available.
For registration and more information go to http://bay.ifas.ufl.edu/4-h/4-h-camp-timpoochee/ or call Bay
County 4-H at 850-784-6105 regarding county camp. Information for state Marine Camp visit http://
florida4h.org/camps_/timpoochee/marine/ or call 850-929-4429. 4-H is one of the nation’s most diverse
organizations and includes people from all economic, racial, social, political, and geographic categories. There
are no barriers to participation by any young person. Participants are given the opportunity to engage in
activities that hold their personal interest, while being guided by adult volunteers.
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Four Seconds To Safety

Perhaps the best tool to come along in

industrial construction (at least as far as

safety is concerned) is the Field Level Risk Assessment or Job Hazard Analysis. Whatever you call
it, this is a tool that makes everyone stop and think about the different risks associated with the
task. Crews normally gather and write out the JHA or FLRA before doing a job. This exercise
greatly reduced the number and severity of injuries where this was done.
The same principle of these risk assessments can be done in our shops. Simply take a foursecond “reset”. Take four seconds before starting some new familiar task. This act of refocusing
has been shown to reduce the probability of an injury incident by more than 90% versus not
taking the four seconds. How hard is that? You may have done the task you are about to perform

thousands of times before. In your mind, you know that you could do it with your eyes closed. It
is usually not the task itself but some small thing you did not anticipate that causes the incident.
You did not notice the debris in front of the tool you were going to pick up. You did not notice
somebody placed something on the part you were about to pick up. You did not realize how
heavy a piece is that you were asked to help carry.
It is easy to imagine the different activities we do every day
and how this applies. For example, getting in a forklift and
having a quick look around. We change our thinking from
where we are going to focusing on the area, road conditions,
other vehicles and so on. This is the “reset” we are talking
about.
Believe it or not, four seconds is all it takes. Get in this habit of taking four seconds and you
significantly reduce your chance of injury. If you get into the habit of taking chances or simply
cruising from job to job, you will eventually be injured.
This four second reset was first instituted on CN Rail. This was part of a strategy to reduce the
number of very serious incidents they were having including many amputation injuries. What
they found was that their employee knew the rule or procedure to do the job without getting
injured but were simply not focused. Even well rested employees were getting caught up in the
routine of the day and found themselves daydreaming or thinking about other things. Losing an
arm or leg is a very rude awakening.
We highly recommend this four second “reset” as an excellent way to refocus on the job at hand.
And we believe that this is one very effective method to prevent injury on and off the job.
Source BLR-Safety Toolbox

Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”
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I Would like to thank all
of the wonderful County
staff
members
who
donated sick leave to me.
Also
the
County
Commissioners and Dan
Shaw for approving the
policy that allowed this to
happen. I am now back at
work and feel great to be
productive again. There
Sharon with new family member “Gracie”
are not enough words to
Sharon Cook (Budget) would like to show my appreciation.
thank, Kathy Beatson, from Animal Thank You and God Bless
you all.
Control. Her kindness and compassion in
Elaine Everett,
helping their beloved dog, Max (22yrs
old) move on in peace. She helped make
Bay County Library
Youth Services Dept.
a heartbreaking decision less painful.

Vivi!!!

First time Grandma!
Vickie (Vivi) McClung’s (Vet
Svcs) daughter, Brittany,
gave birth to a beautiful
baby girl on Wednesday,
March 4th @ 6:42 p.m. She
weighed 8 lbs. & was 20 1/2”
long. Proud parents are
Brandon & Brittany Adams
residing in PCB, Florida. Her
name is Emma James
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Café
Breakfast:

Salads:

 Bacon Egg Cheese Muffin…………...….$2.75

 Chef……………..……………………..$5.99

 Ham Egg Cheese Muffin………….….….$2.75  Tossed………………………………….$3.50
 Grits……………….……………..………$1.50

Specials:

W/Coffee or Water…..……….…....…$3.50  Baked Ziti…………………….………..$6.99
Sandwiches:

 Pizza Cheese/Pepperoni………...$5.00/$5.50

a La Carte/Combo

Desserts:

(Incl. Side, 20oz Tea/12oz can drink)

 Ice Cream Sandwich/Chocolate Coat....$1.00

 BLT ………………….…………$3.50/$5.00

 Drumstick……………………………...$1.25

 Ham W/Cheese………………….$4.00/$5.99

 Homemade Cookies……...………….2/$1.00

 Turkey W/Cheese………….……$4.00/$5.99
 Club……………………..………$4.50/$6.49

Drinks:

 Grilled Cheese…………………..$3.00/$4.99

Cans $1.00/Bottles $1.50

 Philly Steak W/Cheese………….$4.00/$5.99

Coke, Diet Coke, Coke Zero,

 Hot Dog…….....…$1.50/$4.99 (2 Hot Dogs)
 Burrito....….................2.00/$5.99 (2 Burritos)
Sides: $1.50: Potato Salad, Cole Slaw,
Cucumber & Tomato

Fanta Orange, Mr. Pibb
Coffee, Tea (20oz), Water…$1.00

 A Variety of Snacks Available at Café

Since 1965, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Bay County has been in the forefront of
youth development, working with young people from disadvantaged economic,
social, and family circumstances. The Club has actively sought to enrich the lives of
young people whom other youth agencies have failed to reach. 850 763-2076

CLASSIFIEDS
2002 Honda 1800
Very clean, Hard Saddlebags, New Windshield,
Matching Highway Luggage, includes 2 Helmets w/
Wireless Comms and Stereo. Adult ridden and
garage kept. $3,600……
Contact Ray Hottinger 819-7592
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