November 2013

Inside this issue:

Volume , Issue

Focus On…

2 County Manager’s Corner
3 Fire Prevention Month

Open Enrollment

4 New Fire Trucks
5 Veterans Day Celebrations
6

Classifieds

7

Community Outreach /
Round of Applause!!

8 Bay Co CO-OP
9 Ask Dewey
10 Risky Business
11 Birthdays / Service Awards
12 Holiday Survival
13 Community of Events

Mike Nelson
District I
George B. Gainer
District II
William T. Dozier
District III
Guy M. Tunnell
District IV
Mike Thomas
District V

Commission Meetings
November 5, 2013
November 19, 2013
9:00 a.m.
Bay County
Government Complex

Benefits Meetings & Benefits Fair
It’s that time again. Open Enrollment allows you an opportunity to make changes to
your insurance coverage: you can add dependents, delete dependents, cancel coverage,
update your Flexible Spending Accounts and/or Health Savings Accounts.
We are offering (2) Benefit Fair’s to visit with various vendors that offer a wide range of
services for employees. This is a great opportunity to make changes to any of your
insurance coverage.
Open Enrollment will be held from November 12—December 12, 2013 and changes will
be effective January 1, 2013.

Benefit Fairs will be held on
December 3rd at Roads & Bridges from 7 a.m.—10 a.m.
December 10th at Government Complex from 11 a.m.—2 p.m.
Need Information on Open Enrollment? Now it’s available to you with a click of the mouse.

Click on this link: http://www.baycountyfl.gov/hr.php

This will take you to all the forms for open enrollment. You will also find a Summary of Benefits Coverage for all (3) health care plans that we are offering for our employees this year. This
will give you easy to understand information about the health insurance plan’s benefits. If you
would like to receive a paper copy, please contact Human Resources.

Human Resources will be available to answer any questions
A Florida Blue Representative will be available each day.
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County Manager’s Corner
There has been a slight change of plans for distribution of the supplement checks the Board approved this year. We were going to
hand them out in early December as part of a yuletide celebration,
but some folks have mentioned that the official “shopping season”
actually begins the day after Thanksgiving! Therefore, there might
be more actual benefit if we got them to everybody BEFORE turkey day arrives. So, that is what we are going to do, and will begin the process the third
week in November.
So go forth and be smart shoppers!

Ed Smith
County Manager, Bay County

On a special note: Thank you to all of the employees who helped with the haunted hayride! A great deal of time and effort goes into this event! Citizens look forward to it every year and this one was another great success!
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Fire Prevention Month
Bay County Fire Services attended
numerous events during October.
Firefighters shared their message at
Fire Prevention Fest, school
programs, and parades.
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Bay County EMS Division adds
8 ambulances to its fleet!
So, how do you get eight ambulances for less than the
price of one? Ask the folks in the Purchasing Department.
Purchasing staff received an email regarding surplus inSheila Faries, Purchasing Dept.
ventory in Sarasota County. On the inventory were eight 2006
American La France ambulances. “Purchasing is always on the
lookout for department needs such as vehicles.” said Sheila Faries, Contract Administrator. “We knew Bay County was about to take over the ambulance service, so when we received this email we saw an opportunity that was too good to pass by.”
American La France is a world-renowned fire apparatus and ambulance manufacturer. A new American La France ambulance retails for $250,000. The County was able to
negotiate with Sarasota County and purchase all eight of the ambulances for a total
of$145,000.
The ambulances have several hundred thousand miles left on them and are in excellent condition. While the new ambulances look bigger, they are only 1.5 feet longer and
three inches taller. The additional space allows for a better cabinet arrangement. This
gives EMS staff better access to the patient for treatment during transport.
“A lot of blood, sweat, and tears went in to the deal with Sarasota County,” said
EMS Division Chief Corky Young. “Several departments worked together to bring this to
reality. This will save the County hundreds of thousands of dollars in capital outlay over
the next few years.”
The ambulances are currently being lettered, fitted with radios, and checked out
mechanically. They will be phased into service after staff receives training on the new
ambulances.
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What’s happening in YOUR County?
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Classifieds

Want to sell something? Contact
Vonda Hester at 248-8201 or
email her at
vhester@baycountyfl.gov
to place your ad.

2010 Victory Vegas low, garage kept, added windshield and drivers
backrest, also have cover not shown.
I have always put non-ethanol fuel in it.
VERY low mileage, less than 700; asking 11,000.
Serious inquires only please.
Contact Sheri at ladycop1@comcast.net

The Property Appraiser’s Office is collecting personal care items for the Santa is a
Senior Citizen Program through December 12th. They have a collection box located in their front lobby.
Please help them collect personal care items for seniors in area nursing homes.
Toothbrush/Toothpaste
Soap
Bath Gel
Bath Sponge
Deodorant
Hand Sanitizer
Lotion
Socks
Lipstick
Pens
Body Spray/Perfume/
Cologne
Nail Polish
Please contact Cindy Perry at 248-8417 with any questions. Thanks for your support!
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Jake Hollingsworth and Bobby Gibbs participated in Community Day at University Academy
(charter school) at FSU-PC Campus last month. They spoke with mainly kindergarten but the
other grades were able to walk through as well. They explained to the kids the process of
treating water and showed them the before/after pictures of the water.

A Round of Applause Please!
Howard Whitfield has successfully completed the Class “B” Drinking waters Operator’s examination!

And………..
We have some Firefighters who have recently
earned their Paramedic Certifications:
Congratulations to:
Marcus Vigil
Seth Imhof
& Natalie McQueen
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Why the Invasive Lionfish
Matters in Bay County

If you attended the Panama City Beach Seafood and Music Festival recently, you may have seen a
lionfish exhibit, tournament, or tasting. Perhaps you wondered, “What is the big deal about lionfish?” Opinions of this fish’s appearance range from beautiful to interesting to scary. Regardless of how you feel when
you see it, the data shows that the lionfish is now prolific and invasive in the Panhandle region, and this can
impact local fisheries.
Much research is still being done on lionfish to answer questions pertaining to ecological impacts, differences between native and invasive populations, possible biotic resistance to their invasion, effectiveness of
removal, and many other questions. However, the current body of knowledge available is enough to demonstrate that the invasive lionfish matters in Bay County.
Their population is growing. The population density of the lionfish in its invaded ter r itor y (the Atlantic, Caribbean, and Gulf of Mexico) is much greater than in its native territory (Indo-Pacific).
Since the initial Atlantic siting near Dania Beach, FL in 1985, the population has grown exponentially and spread throughout a much larger region. With few or no predators and rapid reproduction
rates, lionfish populations have the potential to peak quickly in our coastal waters.
They exist in a wide range of habitats, including natural and artificial reefs. Data suggests that lionfish have a preference for reef structure. The artificial reefs in our local waters now provide habitat
for lionfish in addition to native fish.
Their diet and predatory behavior disrupts existing food webs. Lionfish consume a wide var iety of
prey. While this may include direct consumption of some commercially important fishes in local waters, it also means that lionfish actively compete for their resources. In either case, local fish populations tend to decline when lionfish are present.
They can impact the local economy. With almost 20% of jobs in Bay County being ocean -related,
changes in fish populations can have a very large economic impact—not only for those directly involved in fisheries, but also for related businesses.
They can impact human health. The venom in lionfish spines can cause r eactions r anging fr om
mild to severe pain, paralysis, and cardiovascular effects.
Several strategies are currently underway to control and manage the invasive lionfish here in Bay County.
Understanding the significance of the issue is the first step in determining how you can get involved to help
protect our fisheries and economy.
For more information about the Sea Grant program in Bay County, please contact Fara Ilami at 850-7846105 or filami@ufl.edu, or visit http://bay.ifas.ufl.edu. All programs are open to all persons regardless of
race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
Submitted by: Fara Ilami
Florida Sea Grant Agent
UF/IFAS Extension Bay County
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Have a question for the
Northwest Regional Library System? Ask Dewey!
Dear Dewey
Dear Dewey is designed to help information flow to and from your Library.
If you have library or information access questions, just Ask Dewey!
Send your Dear Dewey questions to: referencedesk@nwrls.com.
Put Dear Dewey in the Subject Line and Dewey will respond!

Dear Dewey,
I’m super happy I can check out DVDs from the Library. There are a few more I would like to see but the library does
not have them. Can I suggest a few new titles for the library to consider buying? –M. Buff
Dear M.,
Yes! The library welcomes title suggestions. In fact, we have an online Suggest a Title form at: http://www.nwrls.com/
suggest_a_title.html
Complete the form with as much information as you can, including your name. Our collection development librarians
review all suggestions and the item will be placed on hold for you if it is purchased.
Dear Dewey,
I would like to check out the newest book by the mystery writer Sara Paretsky. The book is listed in the library catalog,
but it is “In Processing.” Can I still request it? –Paretsky Fan
Dear Paretsky Fan,
You will see “In processing” when new items are being cataloged and labeled before going on the shelf. But don’t worry!
You can request any item via the online Library Catalog. To do this, you will need your Library Card number (on the
back of your card) and a PIN. Forgot your PIN? No problem! You can call one of the libraries to set one up.
To request an item:
Go to the Library web page: http://www.nwrls.com
Search the catalog by typing in the author, title, or keywords in the search box at the top of the page
Click on Search Catalog
When you find the item you want that is not immediately available, click on Request
Enter your Library Card number and PIN
Click on Log On
Choose the Pickup Location
Click on Submit Request
Dear Dewey,
I am making a scrapbook for my parents’ 50th wedding anniversary and I want some articles and pictures from old issues of the Panama City New Herald. Can the Library help? –Creative in Callaway
Dear Creative,
You betcha! We have microfilm of the Panama City News Herald in the Bay County Public Library and it goes back to
1935! If you know what dates you are looking for, we can help you load the film and print the black and white articles
and pictures you need. In addition, the Newspaper Archive database is available in the Bay County Public Library. The
Newspaper Archive database may not be as complete as the microfilm, but we will be happy to help you use both resources.
Have a Dear Dewey Question? Dewey wants to hear from you!
Simply email Dewey at: referencedesk@nwrls.com.
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”
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Service Anniversaries
5 Years

Date

Stephany Cosby

Bay County Library

Darren Robinson

Water Systems Division

Welcome Aboard !

Full Name

1

Henry Jones, Belinda Davis

Sherry Hatton

Animal Control Division

2

Deborah Daniels, Douglas Johnson

Brittany Friederick

Animal Control Division

3

Raymond Hottinger, Curtis Miller, Charles Cox, Linda Fox

Michael Emerson

Animal Control Division

4

Curtis Jackson, David Keeney, Kathryn Lowe

Nancy Brockman

Bay County Library

5

Charles Swearington

Stephen Efird

Bay County Library

7

Danielle Woods, James Owens, Reuben Thompson

Myles Chafin

County Pier

8

Jonathan Keil, Danny Wages

Samantha Hudson

Panama City Beach Library

9

Elizabeth Smith, Brian Lindsey

Dionte Clark

Roads & Bridges Division

10

James Morrell

William Bellinger

Wastewater Systems Division

12

Rebecca Saunders

Casey Sebold

Water Systems Division

13

Clifton Butler

14

Kathleen McDonald

15

Anthony Brogdon, Phillip Porter

16

Sherry Bush

17

Douglas McCormick, Summer Bush

18

Billy Bolding, Deric Wilson, Christopher Connor

19

Natalie McQueen, Shannon Chamberlain

22

Douglas Moody

23

Ricky Sanders, Larry Mims

24

Donna A Cole

25

Lewis White

26

Larry Wilson, John Oliver, Jackie Culbreth, Kristel Erkal

27

Donnie Williams

28

Pamela McDaniel

29

Natalie Hauck

If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov.
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We would like to provide you with the ability to purchase tickets for
Disney Live! presents Three Classic Fairy Tales,
this year’s exciting show playing at the

Friday, December 20th @
3:00pm & 6:00pm 2013
Tickets go on sale to the public Tuesday, November 5th so
grab your seats quick before they’re gone!

Follow the link below and use the promotional code of FGSPCB to order
your amazing seats before anyone else!
https://marinaciviccenter.secure.force.com/ticket/?
acode=969e6de5cacc90f51a6a919780d3d2c7#details_a0Si0000000X2yLEAS

