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Bay County Veterans Services
the area Homeless Veterans throughout the
“To care for him who shall have borne the
area to obtain VA Health Care and housing
battle and for his widow and his orphan.”
through the VA HUD/VASH Social Workers.
Veterans Helping Veterans
This is a quote from Abraham Lincoln’s
Our office serves on several boards in the
second inaugural address, March 4, 1865.
local communities to include: Bay County
Veterans’ Council, Disadvantaged
These few words were the beginning of what Transportation Board, Friends of Clifford
we now recognize as the United States Chester Sims Florida Veterans’ Nursing
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
Home, and Career Source Gulf Coast.
We support the Board of Bay County
Commission and the Bay County Veterans’
Who are we?
Bay County Veterans’ Services is a
department under the Human Resources
Division.
We have 3 counselors, a Senior Staff
Assistant, and a County Veterans’ Service
Officer.
Our Mission
Our mission is not so far removed from what
President Abraham Lincoln stated in his
speech.
We are one of 67 offices
throughout Florida that are here to provide
dedicated service to all qualified Veterans
and their dependents. Ensuring that they
are provided fair and just treatment in
accordance with the published laws and Council with both the Memorial Day Service
regulations governing the U.S. Department and the Veterans’ Day Parade and
of Veterans’ Affairs.
Ceremony in Panama City.
What service does this office perform?
Each year, we have supported the
We are here to assist the Veterans and their Homeless Stand Down since its inception.
families of Bay County by processing We present programs to various civic
benefit claims, VA Health Care Eligibility, organizations for Veterans and their families
and any other Veterans benefits entitled to and the Florida Department of Correction
them through all Federal, State, and local facilities on what VA benefits are available
agencies.
to our incarcerated Veterans who are
It is also one of our front line tasks, to assist transitioning in the re-entry program.
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Bay County Veterans Services
How does this help Bay County?
The Veteran population of Bay County as of 2015 was over
22,600. This office in 2016 served a total of 5457 Bay
County Veterans. The income from the VA for
Compensation and Pension benefits alone for 2014-2015
was just under $120 million. This amount does not include
GI Bill Education, VA Home Loans, VA Life Insurance or VA
Health Care. This is all tax free income that is spent on the
local economy.
What have we done lately?

Memorial Day Observance
Monday, May 29, 2017 @ 10:00 A.M.
Kent Forest Lawn Cemetery
Sponsored By:
Bay County Board of County Commissioners
&
Bay County Veterans Council
The ceremony, a tribute to the men and women who
have served our great nation and have given their
lives; the ultimate sacrifice to protect the freedoms that
our country hold so dear. We remember their sacrifice
and reflect the great cost of freedom.

The agenda for the ceremony is as follows:

Some of our accomplishments this year have been to
coordinate the partnership of the Board of Bay County
Commissioners with the Panama City VET Center to
recognize the Vietnam Era Veterans at a monthly
Commission meeting by awarding them a certificate of
appreciation and a lapel pin.
We are also proud of our accomplishment of working with
the Bay County Transit Department and the VA Gulf Coast
Health Care to establish a new Trolley route to the new
Panama City Beach VA Outpatient Clinic.
What does the future hold?
Bay County is growing by leaps and bounds and so is its
Veterans population. It is our resolve to stay abreast of the
changes both in our population and the changes that the VA
is instituting in their effort to assist the Veterans in an
accurate and timely manner.
Never forget.
If you can read this, thank a teacher. For every other
freedom in this nation, thank a Veteran.
“To care for him who shall have borne the battle
and for his widow and his orphan.”
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Welcome by Lt./Col. Bill Gobat, Master of Ceremonies.
Invocation by Phil Edwards, Pastor of First Assembly of
God.
Presentation of Colors by Color Guard of Mosley High
School Marine
Corps JROTC.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Bill Gobat.
National Anthem by Jesselyn Dudinsky, student at Troy
University.
Wreath Presentation by Marine Corps League,
Detachment 065.
Roll Call & Honor Walk by Veterans Organizations,
Units/Troops.
God Bless America by Jesselyn Dudinksy.
Recognition of Special Guest, widows, mothers and
parents of deceased Veterans.
Guest Speaker, Cdr Douglas W. Huggan, Commanding
Officer, Naval Support Activity Panama City.
Benediction by Pastor Phil Edwards.
Twenty-One Gun Salute by the Gulf State Guards, Inc.
Taps performed by Stewart Corbin, Orchestra member
of First Baptist Church of PC.
Flyover by 325th FW Tyndall Air Force Base.
Closing Remarks / Dismissal by Bill Gobat.
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The Tax Collector’s Office
is gearing up to begin offering
Concealed Weapon License
Application Intake
in the Government Services
Center Office. The service will
begin being offered in June. It
will be an
appointment only service.
To learn more about the
requirements for obtaining a
Concealed Weapon License, visit:
www.freshfromflorida.com/
#Concealed-Weapons.

Save Yourself A
Trip To The Bank!
If you are located near any of
the four Tax Collector’s
Office locations, an added
convenience has moved a little
closer to you. ATM machines
are now located in each lobby
of the Tax Collector’s Office.

Please feel free to utilize
this convenience.

The Tax Collector’s Office has launched a New Website-

www.BayTaxCollector.com
We look forward to keeping the public informed of deadlines and
important information through this communications channel.
Please check out the site.
The Tax Collectors Office,
located in the
Government Center, has an
ATM machine, !!!
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Bay County
Emergency Services

examples for all of us. Only by preserving
our own lives can we expect to save the
life of another.”

160-pound steel I-beam on a Keiser sled
back five feet.
Pick up and run forward 75 feet with a
fully charged water hose and open the
hose. Close off hose fully.
Pick up 175-pound dummy and carry
backward 105 feet.

During the month of April, Bay County
Career and Volunteer Firefighters
engaged in a Firefighter Combat
Challenge. Firefighting is both physically
and mentally demanding. As a
department, it is our goal to be prepared
for these demands by training in realistic
situations.

“Firefighting is one of the most physically
demanding jobs there are and heart
disease is the number 1 killer of
firefighters. My helmet is off to those in
our profession who keep physical fitness
at the forefront,” said Chief of Emergency
Services Mark Bowen. “They set great

The challenge tests the strength and
endurance of fire fighters as they run
a prescribed course in the shortest
time possible. The agility and
strength competition simulates victim
rescue, forcible entry, carrying and
hoisting weighted packages, running
stairs and around obstacles and
maneuvering and handling fully-charged
water hoses.
The course consists of five maneuvers:
Run up four flights of stairs carrying a 42
-pound bundle, and then store the
bundle. Hoist up the same tower a 45pound bundle on rope.
Run down the tower stairs.

The challenge was coordinated by Capt.
Wayne Gilmore. Our thanks to Gulf Coast
State College for allowing use the use of
their training grounds and tower.

Swing a nine-pound mallet moving a
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Parks & Recreation Division
On April 12th, 2017, a group of
45 2nd graders came down
from Georgia to visit the County Pier. They were all
very excited to see the Pier and learn about the
types of animal that we have in the water.
On April 13th, 2017 we had the graduating Naval
Dive & Salvage EOD class complete their right of
passage at the County Pier. Walking to the end of
the pier, holding the American Flag high and proud,
is a Navy ritual for graduating divers.
We also had two Easter services. One at Rick
Seltzer and the other a the County Pier, on Sunday
April 16th, 2017 at 5:30 am. Both went very well
and had a good turnout.
Submitted by: Tabitha Kimball - Bay County Parks & Rec Department
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Parks & Recreation Division

Bay County’s Easter Egg Hunt,
at H.G. Harder’s Park was held on Saturday,
April 8th. We had perfect weather for this
year’s egg hunt and a large crowd of egg
hunters!
A special “Thank you” to Park staff for
assisting with the event. Once again, Ross
Hatchell did a fantastic job as the Easter
bunny and Mary Combs as Ms. Bunny.
A special “Thank you” to the volunteers from
Rock Solid Church for their assistance with
hiding eggs and assisting at the prize tent.
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Anthony & Stephanie Brogdon
were BLESSED, on April 4, 2017,
with their FIRST Grandbaby.

Gavin James Darby
6 lbs 1 ½ oz & 18 ½” Tall
His proud parents are Kaleigh and Collin.

Gavin would like to send
out a Big “I Love you” to
his Great Uncle, Captain
Gabe Moschella at the
Thomas Drive Fire
Department .

Gavin’s nickname is “BuckShot”…..

Bozeman Band Vidalia
Onion Fundraiser
$11 for a 10 lb Bag
Make Checks Payable to
“Deane Bozeman Band Boosters, Inc.”
Please email or call Brooke Powell
bpowell@baycountyfl.gov
850 248-6050
Onions will be delivered week of May 15th
** Brooke will pick-up and deliver**

Clay and his daughter, Madison Fountain
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Bay County Builders Services

Building Safety Month is a month-long celebration of all aspects of building safety that
helps families, employers and leaders understand and appreciate the best practices
that keep the places where we live, work and play, safe. Code officials work day in
and day out to keep the public safe by making sure that all
buildings, including homes and businesses are built to the
required building safety codes.
Many people associate building codes with the new
construction of a home or remodel of and an existing home,
however, building codes play an important role in all aspects of residential and
commercial construction. It is the responsibility of the Code Officials to ensure that all
structures constructed or remodeled in Bay County are safeguarded from incidents
such as fire, electrical malfunctions and flood.
If you decide to build your dream house or renovate

your current house, there are things that you can do as
the owner to ensure the project is built safely and meets building
code:
- Ask questions – Call or visit your local Building Department and
ask questions about the project that you may have.
- Hire a licensed Contractor – before you hire a contractor to build your home, visit the
Department

of

Business

and

Professional

Regulations

(DBPR)

website

http://

www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/ and verify that they are in fact licensed.
- Communicate with your contractor – Communication is important during the construction
of your house so having a good working relationship with your contractor is key.
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Wag'N O2 Fur Life The Pet Oxygen Mask Initiative
In 2011, thanks to the efforts of a
group of elementary school children in
Margate, FL, twenty Fire and
EMS apparatus were equipped with
“Wag’N O2 Fur Life”
pet oxygen mask kits.

Attempting to resuscitate pets with conventional
medical equipment is typically unsuccessful.
These masks mean we don’t have to improvise
with masks that are meant for people, not pets.
Wag'N Pet Oxygen Mask Kits come with 3
different size masks that can be used on dogs,
cats, ferrets, rabbits, guinea pigs, birds and
more. These specially-designed animal masks
can be used both on conscious pets that have
suffered from smoke inhalation and pets that
need to be resuscitated after losing
consciousness from exposure to the dangerous
toxic fumes.
Photo Credits: Medic Chris Connor

Pictured: Captain Eddie Kemp

Last night, those kits were put to great use as
#BCFR Captain Wayne Gilmore pulled a cat and
a dog from a fire. #BCEMS Captain Eddie Kemp
and crew administered the life-saving oxygen.
The United States Fire Administration estimates
that thousands of pets lose their lives annually in
house fires.

Bay County Emergency Services
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Alvin Edwards

Donald J. Banks

Howard B. Jones

Myra F. Paxton

Kimberly A. Barbero

Joanne L. Whitley

Joe Tripp - Code Enforcement

James E. Dodge

Allen Golden

Leah Bird - County Pier

Marcus A. Vigil

Stacey L. Adamson

Nikos Lopez - Fire Services

Anthony M. Lama

Jonathan L. Schmidt

Billy R. Forrest

Charles H. Brunner

Fred T. Wakefield

Ronald M. Wolf

Randy Newton

Jim E. Davey

Dennis L. Stubbs

David J. Pfister

Gary King - EMS

John H. Deegins

Sidney L. Willingham

Justin Leach - Fire Services

Trevor A. Clark

Marcy H. Townsend

Scott D. Warner

Timothy H. Harper

James C. Tucker

Misty L. Haddock

Janie L. Lucas

Michael A. Hayes

Richard Williams - Water Systems

Brandon M. Luczaj

David G. Marcum

Tina Williams - Gulf County Library

Justin W. Walters

Pamela A. Stanley

Paige M. Poston

Juston A. Keefe

Natasha Lithway

Valerie L. Sale

Robert E. Vinson

Daniel B. Parker

Courtney Ziegmont

Marcia L. Bush

Michael R. Nelson

Lisa A. Williams

10 Daniel Gilbert - Engineering

Nikos A. Lopez

Douglas A. Cook

10 Vanessa Phillips - Info Tech (IT)

Sidney G. Busick

Stephen L. Thomason

Johnathan Mouzon - Roads & Bridges
Sondi Galanti - Bay County Library
Charles Clayton - Fire Services

Marshall Gordon - Fire Services
Sidney Plitman - EMS

10 Maranda Griffin - Budget Office

10 Joel Jackson - Parks & Recreation

William N Rose
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Sea Turtle Nesting
Season Starts Soon!
Jennifer Sims, Sea Turtle Lighting Specialist
and L. Scott Jackson, Sea Grant Agent UF/
IFAS Extension Bay County

Loggerhead sea turtle completes her
early morning nesting activities by
covering her eggs before returning to
the ocean at Gulf Islands National
Seashore. Sea Turtle nesting and
hatching season begins in May and
continues through the end of October.
Salt air it ain’t thin, it can stick right to
your skin. – Jimmy Buffett
Summer hosts long hot days with heat
that extends into the next morning.
These warm nights are where many
sea turtles start their lives. Sea turtle
nesting season on Bay County’s
beaches typically begins May 1 and
continues through October 31.
During this time, females emerge
from ocean waters to lay their
eggs. Adult female loggerheads
are heavy and large and usually
weigh 250-300 pounds. Their shell
shape is perfectly suited for
swimming. However, loggerheads,
like other sea turtle species will
amazingly crawl up the beach and
often into the dunes to find the
perfect spot to nest.
Nesting sea turtles use their back
flippers to dig a hole one and a half
to two feet deep depositing an
average of 80-120 eggs. A female
loggerhead will cover the eggs with
sand and return to the Gulf waters
never seeing her hatchlings. Female
loggerheads will lay up to 4 nests per
season and return every other year to
nest. On our beaches, the soft,
leathery sea turtle eggs have an
average incubation period of 60 days

before hatchlings emerge.
Ideally, when the hatchings emerge
they are drawn towards the light of the
moon and stars reflecting on the
water, away from the shadows of the
dunes, and into the ocean. Hatchlings
imprint on the beach and as adults,
females will return to their native
beach in 25-30 years to lay their eggs
in close proximity to where they were
born.
Humans have an important role to
play in preserving the sea turtle’s
natural habitat. Light pollution has
been researched and studied by
conservation biologist and is
responsible for some of the decline in
sea turtle populations.

tents and other items from the
beach at the end of the day. Bay
County has a year round “Leave
no Trace” ordinance to protect
sea turtles and keep our beaches
beautiful! http://
www.visitpanamacitybeach.com/
things-to-do/beaches/leave-onlyfootprints/
 Keep it dark - If you live along the
beach, make the lighting at your
home sea turtle friendly. Retrofit
current outdoor fixtures with
shielded, sea turtle friendly light
fixtures and use amber LED
bulbs. When lights are not
needed, turn them off. Move
lamps away from windows and
close your curtains at night to limit
interior lights seen from the
beach. Avoid using white light
flashlights on the beach at night
during sea turtle nesting season.
 Keep it flat - Fill in holes and
knock down sandcastles before
leaving the beach.

Photo by Andrew Diller.

So, what can you do to help these
prehistoric creatures survive? Just
remember to: Keep our beaches
clean, dark and flat.
 Keep it clean - When visiting the
beach, pick up trash, and dispose
of fishing line properly. Remove
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If you encounter a nesting or
injured sea turtle, please call
Florida Fish & Wildlife at 888-4043922 or *FWC from your cell
phone. Visit http://myfwc.com/
wildlifehabitats/managed/sea turtles/ to learn more about
Florida’s sea turtles.
If you have questions about Bay
County’s sea turtles or lighting related
issues please contact the UF/IFAS
Extension Bay County office for
assistance at 850-784-6105. Visit
http://bay.ifas.ufl.edu/change-thatmakes-cents to learn more.
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