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Getting a Jump on the Mosquito Season
Summer is right around the corner! I know it’s hard to think about
temperatures being in the 90’s with 100% humidity only a few short months
away; especially when it’s currently so cold outside, but before we know it
summer will be upon us. With warmer temperatures and sunny days ahead, we
daydream about spending time enjoying outside activities.
At Bay County Mosquito Control (BCMC), we know that when the seasons
finally do change and the struggle between sunny days, rainy days, and
warmer temperatures begins, we will start getting numerous service calls from
the community requesting our assistance with a part of summer that no one
dreams about. MOSQUITOES!

March 17, 2015

Mosquitoes are a
year around problem
in Florida; we just
happen to notice them
more as a pest during
the summer months
because we are
outside more. At
BCMC we know the
problems
and
potential health risk
associated
with
mosquitoes. This is why we continue to larvacide (general term for killing
immature mosquitoes by applying agents, collectively called larvicides) even in
the colder winter months. There are 43 different species of mosquitoes found in
their own specific, but varying habitats throughout Bay County. This is why we
strive year around to identify and inspect potential mosquito breeding areas
such as swamps, woodland ponds, ditches, containers, and even abandoned
pools for the presence of mosquito larvae. When we find mosquito larvae
present in our inspections, we first try to eliminate the source (water) they breed
in and if the container can be emptied we do so. If larvae are found in a larger
area where the source can’t be reduced or eliminated then our technicians,
certified in Public Health Pest Control through the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, will use the appropriate means of control
that he or she deems necessary to help reduce or eliminate the threat of the
mosquito larvae hatching and becoming adults.

9:00 a.m.
Bay County
Government Center

Mission Statement:
To provide professional mosquito control services that protect the
1 welfare of the citizensBay
County
Currents
health, safety and
of Bay
County.
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BIRTHDAYS IN...

20 Years

13 Sharon E. Cook

Rick Holmes

14 Christopher W. Fritze

Builder Services

15 Years
John Crader

15 William H. Morrison

Roads & Bridges

5 Years

16 Joseph J. Roberts

Joseph B. Smith

Public Safety E-911

Ishmael O. Pembleton, Coy H. Robinson,
18 Carolyn D. Emerson, James H. Dunham,
Magnum A. Coker
Bruce A. Kuttner, Douglas T. Jones,
19
Terry C. Parris

Nathan S. Pennington

Fire Services

Jack C. Hall

Wastewater Systems

Risk Management

Cheryl A. Faulk

New Hires

20 Sheila J. Faries, Richard C. Taylor
21

Billy W. Terry, Ruby G. Johnston,
Doug L. Williams

23 Sonya G. Bird
24 Craig S. Wasmiller, Justin R. Hicks
25 Albert Bock

Sean Salaty

Fire Services

David Morgan

Radio Syst Administrator

Matthew Bus

Roads & Bridges

Charles Brunner

EMS

Jesse Jones

EMS

Sabastian Merrick

Roads & Bridges

26 Harold G. Ford, Dana A. Fox
28 Ginger A. Veal
30 Kenneth R. Knowles, Raymond D. Nolind
If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter,
please notify Kimmy Brown at: kbrown@baycountyfl.gov.
This needs to be done the month before...

31 Robert E. Zierden, Jeffrey C. Duncan
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Bay County Emergency Services
Saving our 4-Legged Friends
In 2011, thanks to the efforts of a group of elementary school children in Margate, FL, twenty Fire and EMS
apparatus were equipped with “Wag’N O2 Fur Life” pet oxygen mask kits.
In the month of February 2015, these masks were put to great use. EMS and Fire crews saved four dogs on
three separate calls.
“The most common victim is a pet,” said Deputy Chief Brad Monroe. “Attempting to resuscitate pets with
conventional medical equipment is typically unsuccessful. These masks mean we don’t have to improvise
with masks that are meant for people, not pets.”
Wag'N Pet Oxygen Mask Kits come with 3 different size masks that can be used on dogs, cats, ferrets,
rabbits, guinea pigs, birds and more. These specially-designed animal masks can be used both on conscious
pets that have suffered from smoke inhalation and pets that need to be resuscitated after losing
consciousness from exposure to the dangerous toxic fumes. The kits also include detailed training materials
for fire services personnel.
To raise the money to buy these kits, every child at Atlantic West Elementary School designed a cat/dog pin
or magnet made out of air dry clay and sold it for $5.00 apiece. The dog/cat was affixed to a card with a
poem about the cause and the name and age of the child that designed it.
In all, the children raised over $6500 and donated 101 kits to 11 fire districts throughout the state!
The fundraiser was spearheaded by Joanne Simone, a kindergarten teacher at Atlantic West Elementary.
“Our pets can't speak for themselves. We have to be their voice,” said Simone. “As a community, we should
make every effort to provide whatever means we can to ensure that no pet/animal becomes a fatality from
smoke asphyxiation or heat exhaustion.”
According to the U.S. Fire Administration, there will be around 1.4 million uncontrolled fires in 2015. Though
the USFA does not keep statistics about pets, it is estimated thousands of pets are killed by house fires each
year.
Most of these pets die from smoke asphyxiation. While many pets are rescued from burning structures,
firefighters are unable to give them the proper medical treatment—oxygen.
For more information on the O2 fur Life program, please visit www.wagn4.com.
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Sammy Scott
WHEREAS, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners a tribute
to one of its employees.
WHEREAS, Sammy Scott started working for the Bay County in 1974.
After several years he assumed the role as the County’s Mail Courier,
and
WHEREAS, upon delivering interoffice communication between
different departments, Sammy Scott started to single handedly keep
office plants alive throughout all County Departments
WHEREAS, after becoming well known in the County offices, it became
clear that the inter-departmental mail started to be recognized as
Sammy Mail; and
WHEREAS, Sammy has become more than just a County employee but
a friend to many throughout the County departments,
WHEREAS, for his hard work and dedication to Bay County for 40
years, Sammy has walked literally hundreds of miles during his career,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED Bay County Board of County
Commissioners officially proclaims on this date February 17th, 2015 the
inter-departmental mail as Sammy Mail.
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Have a question
for the
Northwest Regional Library System?
Ask Dewey!

Dear Dewey
Dear Dewey is designed to help information flow to and from your Library.
If you have library or information access questions, just Ask Dewey!
Send your Dear Dewey questions to: referencedesk@nwrls.com.
Put Dear Dewey in the Subject Line and Dewey will respond!

Dear Dewey,
Can I get free cover-to-cover magazines on my tablet? – Cathy
Dear Cathy,
Yes! You can use Zinio to digitally access over 75 different magazines cover-to-cover.
To get to Zinio:
1. Go to http://www.nwrls.com
2. Click on Books, etc.
3. Click on eMagazines (http://www.nwrls.com/ebooksandmore.html)
4. Click on Zinio and set up your accounts
To download the app for your device:
1. Go to the eMagazines page http://www.nwrls.com/ebooksandmore.html
2. Click on Android under Zinio
(Note: We have apps for iPhone, Androids, Macs, PCs, Windows 8 and Kindle Fires too!)
You will need to create two log-in accounts to take full advantage of Zinio. The first account gets you into the
Northwest Regional Library System collection of Zinio magazines. The second account allows you to create your
personal library of magazines for streaming or downloaded/offline reading. You can check out as much as you
want and keep the magazines in your personal reading list for as long as you want – no return required!
The Bay County Public Library Foundation has generously funded this resource. Want more information? Give us
a call at 850-522-2100 or come by your nearest Library.
Dear Dewey,
Do the Libraries have DVDs to check out? – Michael J.
Dear Michael J.,
You betcha! The Libraries have over 5000 DVDs to check out for free (better than those red boxes!) To see if we
have the DVD you want, you can search our Library Catalog (http://ls2pac.nwrls.lib.fl.us) for movie titles,
keywords, or actor names. Need help? Give us a call at 850-522-2100.
Dear Dewey,
Does the Library offer English language tutoring? – Daniella
Dear Daniella,
Yes! The Bay County Public Library Literacy Department has staff and volunteers who provide one-on-one and
group tutoring sessions to anyone who is at least 18 years old. We offer English as a second language, GED and
U.S. Citizenship tutoring. For more information, please call 850-522-2100 and ask for the Literacy Department.
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Bay County Public Library
Dr. Seuss’s Birthday Party
The Bay County Public Library will celebrate Read Across America day with our
annual Dr. Seuss’s Birthday Party on March 2, 2015 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. There
will be crafts, games, fun, and refreshments! The event is co-sponsored by the
Gulf Coast Woman’s Club, and is free and open to the public.
The National Education Association's Read Across America day is an annual
reading motivation and awareness program that calls for every child in every
community to celebrate reading on March 2nd, the birthday of
beloved children's author Dr. Seuss. Motivating children to read is an important factor in
student achievement and creating lifelong successful readers. Research has shown that
children who are motivated and spend more time reading do better in school.
For more information, please call 522-2118.

Adult Programs @ the Bay County Public Library
March 2nd @ 10 a.m. History Club. This month’s book is The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck
March 3rd @ 2 p.m.

Cooking with Herbs with Dr. Marjorie Moore with the UF/IFAS
Extension Office

March 10th @ 2 p.m.

Uppity Women in History in Celebration of Women’s History
Month

March 12th @ 10 a.m. BCPL Book Club. This month’s book is The Weight of Water by
Anita Shreve
March 17th @ 9:30 a.m.

Free computer class -- Computer Basics, Part 1 of 2

March 17th @ 5:30 p.m. BCPL Book & Film Club. This month’s book is White Oleander
by Janet Fitch. We will view the 2002 film based on the book.
Refreshments provided by the Friends of the Bay County Public
Libraries.
March 19th @ 9:30 a.m.

Free computer class -- Computer Basics, Part 2 of 2

March 24th @ 9:30 a.m.

Free computer class -- Social Media: Pinterest

March 26th @ 9:30 a.m.

Free computer class -- Social Media: Facebook

March 31st @ 6 p.m.

Free computer class -- Connect U: Excel Basics

No registration is necessary. For more information on these programs, please call 522-2100.
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Parks & Recreation Division
2015 Bay County’s Easter Egg Hunt

Where:

Harder’s Park

When: Saturday, March 28th

1:00pm – 3:00pm.

The Easter bunny will arrive at 1:00pm.
The egg hunt will be starting at 1:30pm.
(Ages 9 & under)
The Easter bunny will
available for photos!!!!

Gary Buchanan

be

Anyone wishing to volunteer
with hiding Easter eggs and/or
help with setting up the
hunting areas, please email or
call Janie Lucas 784-4065.

Operations Supervisor
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Don’t Fertilize Too Early!
By Julie McConnell
It’s easy to get lulled into thinking that the cold weather is over when temperatures reach 65‐70 degrees for a few
days, but don’t get tricked into fer lizing too early. Fer lizer products have been available for months by the me
you are reading this ar cle, but just because the item is on the shelf does not mean it is the right me to apply.
Why is it so important to wait un l all danger of frost has passed?
♦ If the plant is not acƟvely growing it will not use the ferƟlizer. If it isn’t
used by the plant where does it go? Unfortunately, most products will
not bind to our sandy soils and the fer lizer may runoﬀ into sewer drains
or leach directly into groundwater. This is a serious concern for water
quality and a waste of your hard earned money and valuable me.
♦ But my grass is starƟng to green up, does that mean it is acƟvely
growing? When temperatures fluctuate, turfgrass and other plants may
begin to show signs of growth which makes a gardener think it’s me to
fer lize. However, our unpredictable weather will many mes produce a
hard frost or a significant temperature drop (more than 30 degrees in 24
hours) through the middle of April. Tender new growth s mulated by
Nitrogen fer lizer takes weeks to “harden oﬀ” and become tolerant of the
cold. With the temperature riding a roller coaster of extremes, early
fer liza on makes your turfgrass and some plants more suscep ble to
cold damage.
♦ Increased disease and insect pressure. Early fer liza on of Zoysiagrass
and bermudagrass lawns has been shown to increase the frequency and severity of some fungal diseases such
as Large Patch (Brown Patch), which thrives in cooler temperatures. h p://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdﬃles/LH/
LH04400.pdf Large Patch. Also, high nitrogen content in leaf ssue is a rac ve to plant feeding insects – they
need nitrogen and look for easy sources.
h p://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1469‐
8137.2007.02330.x/pdf. Couple disease and insect pressure with increased suscep bility to cold damage and
you may have the recipe for an un mely death in the landscape.
A good rule of thumb is to only fer lize warm season turfgrass (Bermudagrass, Zoysiagrass, Cen pedegrass, and St.
Augus negrass) between mid‐April and late September. Have a soil test performed that gives a fer lizer
recommenda on based on your site. Soils in north Florida vary widely in the amount of Phosphorus, Potassium,
and other nutrients available – know what you need before you buy. You can pick up a soil test kit at the Extension
Oﬃce.
For more informa on about fer lizing lawns and landscapes please visit the following site or contact Julie
McConnell at the UF/IFAS Extension Bay County Oﬃce at 784‐6105. Homeowner Best Management Prac ces for
the Home Lawn h p://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdﬃles/EP/EP23600.pdf . All programs are open to all persons regardless of
race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”
March Is Eye Safety Month
More than 2,000 eye injuries occur on the job site every day and about one in 10 of them require missed work days to recover. Of the
total amount of work-related eye injuries, 10 to 20 percent will cause temporary or permanent vision loss in the affected employees.
And, while many people think that eye injuries primarily occur in manufacturing, construction or trade jobs, nearly 40 percent of workrelated eye injuries occur in offices, healthcare facilities, laboratories and similar environments.
Flying objects, tools, particles, chemicals and harmful radiation, are the causes of most eye injuries. And in many cases, implementing
safe work practices and utilizing appropriate personal protective equipment could prevent them entirely.
Eye injuries in the workplace are very common. The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) reports about
2,000 U.S. workers sustain job-related eye injuries that require medical treatment each day. However, safety experts and eye doctors
believe the right eye protection could have lessened the severity or even prevented 90% of these eye injuries. Simply using the proper
eye protection on the job could prevent thousands of eye injuries each year.
Two major reasons workers experience eye injuries on the job are because they were:
• Not wearing eye protection, or
• Wearing the wrong kind of protection for the job.
A Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) survey of workers who suffered eye injuries revealed that nearly three out of five were not wearing eye protection at the time of the accident. These workers most often reported that they believed protection was not required for
the situation.
What are the potential eye hazards at work?
Potential eye hazards against which protection is needed in the workplace are:

•
•
•
•

Projectiles (dust, concrete, metal, wood and other particles)
Chemicals (splashes and fumes)
Radiation (especially visible light, ultraviolet radiation, heat or infrared radiation, and lasers)
Bloodborne pathogens (hepatitis or HIV) from blood and body fluids

Some working conditions include multiple eye hazards. The proper eye protection takes all hazards into account.
The best methods of eye protection differ for each type of hazard. The protector must be matched to the potential hazard. High risk
occupations for eye injuries include:

•
•
•

Construction
Manufacturing
Mining

•
•
•

Carpentry
Auto repair
Electrical work

•
•
•

Plumbing
Welding
Maintenance

The type of safety eye protection you should wear depends on the hazards in your workplace:
If you are working:

•
•
•

in an area that has particles, flying objects, or dust, you must at least wear safety glasses with side protection (side
shields)
with chemicals, you must wear goggles
near hazardous radiation (welding, lasers, or fiber optics) you must use special-purpose safety glasses, goggles, face
shields, or helmets designed for that task

Additionally, with so many people using computers at work and at home, complaints of eye strain, difficulty focusing and discomfort
have become a common place in doctors’ offices. One of the main reasons is although offices have marched into the age of technology, not much else has. People are still using the same lighting and desk configurations they had when using typewriters.
To mark March as Workplace Eye Safety Month, the CDC/NIOSH and American Academy of Ophthalmology has put together some
tips to help us alleviate some of the eye problems modern technology has given birth to. They are:

•
•
•
•

Has it been a year or two since your last exam get an eye exam by your ophthalmologist, who can rule out the possibility of any
eye disease? If you wear glasses or contact lenses you could simply need glasses when working at a computer, reading, or your
prescription might need updating.
Screen distance-you should sit approximately 20 inches from the computer monitor, a little further than you would for reading
distance, with the top of the screen at 2 plus or minus eye level.
Equipment-if possible chooses a monitor that has both contrast and brightness controls.
Reference materials-keep reference materials on a document holder so you don’t have to keep looking back and forth,
frequently refocusing your eyes and turning your neck and head.
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Risky Business… continued
•

Lighting-modify your lighting to eliminate as much reflections or glare as possible. If possible arrange your work station away
from window glare.

•

Rest breaks-take periodic rest breaks and try to blink often to keep your eyes from drying out. Use the 20-20-20 method. Every
20 minutes of typing stop and focus on an object 20 feet away for 20 seconds. Allowing your eyes to reduce the constant focus
strain. Additionally, force yourself to yawn this can help moisturize your eyes.
Another thing to remember is that the forced-air heating systems can increase problems with dry eyes during the winter months. The
usual symptoms of dry eye are stinging or burning eyes, scratchiness, a feeling that there’s something in the eye, excessive tearing or
difficulty wearing contact lenses.
Over-the-counter eye drops, called artificial tears or saline drops, usually help, but if dry eye persists, see your eye doctor for an
evaluation.
Why is eye safety at work important?
Eye injuries in the workplace are very common. More than 2,000 people injure their eyes at home or work each day. About 1 in 10
injuries require one or more missed workdays to recover. Of the total amount of work-related injuries, 10-20 % will cause temporary
or permanent vision loss.
Experts believe that the right eye protection could lessen the severity or even prevented 90% of eye injuries in accidents.
What are the common causes of eye injuries?
Common causes for eye injuries are:

•

Flying objects (bits of metal, wood or glass)

•

Chemicals

•

Tools

•

Harmful radiation

•

Particles

•

Any combination of these or other hazards

What is my best defense against an eye injury?
There are three things you can do to help prevent an eye injury

•
•

Know the eye safety dangers at work.
Eliminate hazards before starting work. Use machine guarding, work screens; adjust lighting to reduce glare or other engineering
controls.

•

Use proper eye protection.
The protective lens above saved the employees eyes from certain blindness!
When should I protect my eyes at work?
You should wear safety eyewear whenever there is a chance of eye injury. Anyone working in or passing through areas that pose eye
hazards should wear protective eyewear.
What type of safety eyewear is available to me?
Safety eyewear protection includes:

•
•
•
•
•

Non-prescription and prescription safety glasses
Goggles
Face shields
Welding helmets

Full-face respirators
What type of safety eye protection should I wear? The type of safety eye protection you should wear depends on the hazards in
your workplace. If you are working in an area that has particles, flying objects, or dust, you must at least wear safety glasses with side
protection (side shields). If you are working with chemicals, you should wear goggles. If you are working near hazardous radiation
(welding, lasers, or fiber optics) you must use special-purpose safety glasses, goggles, face shields, or helmets designed for that
task.
What is the difference between glass, plastic, and polycarbonate safety lenses?
All three types of safety lenses meet or exceed the ANSI (American National Standards Institute) requirements for protecting your
eyes.
Glass lenses:

•
•
•

Are not easily scratched
Can be used around harsh chemicals
Can be made in your corrective prescription
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Risky Business… continued
Plastic lenses:

•
•
•

Are lighter weight
Protect against welding splatter

Are not likely to fog
Are not as scratch-resistant as glass
Polycarbonate lenses:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are lightweight
Protect against welding splatter
Are not likely to fog
Are stronger than glass and plastic
Are more impact resistant than glass or plastic
Are not as scratch resistant as glass
Are more expensive than Glass or Plastic lens

So remember – something as simple as putting on a pair of safety glasses can prevent serious eye injuries. These injuries are
painful, because many lost workdays and sometimes lead to permanent vision loss. So during the month of March, and year round,
remember to wear your safety glasses!
Does safety eye protection work?
Yes, eye protection does work. The Wise Owl Program, sponsored by Prevent Blindness America, has recognized more than
100,000 people in 2012 who avoided losing their sight in a workplace accident because they were wearing proper eye protection.
For more information on eye safety, email at info, visit the website at www.preventblindness.org or call 1-800-331-2020
Information provided by CDC/NIOSH, American Academy of Ophthalmology and the Wise Owl program for Prevention of Blindness.
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Leadership Institute Graduates Celebrate
A luncheon was held at the Bay County Government Center for all employees who
completed the Fall 2014 Bay County Leadership Institute. Classes were held at Gulf
Coast Community College every Wednesday for five weeks in September and
October. The Human Resources Office coordinated this training with Gulf Coast to
enhance leadership skills and help all participants to be motivated and ready to
lead.
On behalf of the County Commissioners, County Administration and the Human
Resources Director, congratulations to the following graduates of the Fall 2014
Leadership Institute.

Chairman Tunnell presented each participant with a
Certificate of Completion at the close of the luncheon

Corky Young
Danny Page
Charles Jeter
Mike Miller
Michelle Gu errez
Stan Coulthard
Chad Stokes
Terri Pierce
Lloyd McCosh
Heather Ogilvie
Dane Matchkus
William Morrison
Albert Bock
Jake Hollingsworth
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EMS Division Chief
EMS Lieutenant
EMS Lieutenant
Facili es Maintenance Foreman I
Fire Services, Fire Captain
Fire Services, Fire Lieutenant
Fire Services, Vol Fire Coordinator
Human Resources Supervisor
Landfill Facility Supervisor
PC Beach Library Branch Manager
Roads and Bridges Crew Leader II
Roads and Bridges Crew Leader II
Wastewater Ops Supervisor
Water Opera ons Supervisor
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Steelfield Landfill

“Eagles visited the 200 acres of
Bay County property on
Steelfield Road this past
month. We definitely enjoyed
seeing these winter visitors!”
Thanks for the pictures,
Cristi Karr and Kathy McDonald!!!
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A BIG

Loyd and Billie McCosh would like to announce the birth of their son Elliott Morgan McCosh. Welcomed into this on
1/26/15, at 6 lbs. 15 oz at 19 inches long.

Recommended by Kim Barbero

3117 Highway 77, Lynn Haven, FL

For Sale
Beautiful Reflections
Hot Tub. LCD
digital control panel.
Seats 2 adults in
comfort. Insulated cover
in excellent shape
provided. Wonderful
Karen Sauls 248-8401 or 867-8148

14

Bay County Currents

Scan this QR code to
register online:

Join us for the FIFTH Annual
Anglers on the Run!

www.active.com

10K run - 5K run OR walk - 1 m Fun Run
March 14, 2015
Registration Form: PLEASE MARK ONE (X) in each section.
Pre-Race Day Registration _____
_____

Race Day Registration

10K Run _____ ($35.00)

5K Run _____ ($25.00)

5K Walk _____ ($25.00)

1 mile Fun Run _____ ($15.00)

Name: _______________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
Age: _______

Male: _______

Female: _______

** T-shirts will be given out the day of race. No size guarantees for day of race registration.**
T-shirt size:

Youth:

small

medium

large

XL

Adult:

small

medium

large

XL

Waiver and release: I am in proper physical condition to participate in this event. In consideration of acceptance of this
entry, I waive any and all claims for myself and my heirs against officials, volunteers, and/or sponsors of the Anglers on
the Run 10K/5K/1m races for any injury or illness which may directly or indirectly or indirectly result from my participation. I grant permission to all of the forgoing to use any photographs, motion pictures, recording or any other record of
this event of legitimate purposes. I understand dogs, or other animals, in line skates, skateboards, scooters, and bicycles are prohibited; and violation of this will result in disqualification.

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _________________
*Make checks payable to: Angler Family Involvement Team (AFIT)
Day of event schedule: 10K – 7:30 AM All 5K – 8:00 AM

1m – 9:00 AM

Day of race registration opens at 7 AM.
Please Contact Brooke Powell at bpowell@baycountyfl.gov with questions or to sign up!
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