The software vendor that has supported our HSA and FSA Accounts for many years has decided to
terminate their services, so we are changing vendors.
•

Effective May 24, 2022 all current HSA and FSA cards will be deactivated.

•

New HSA and FSA cards will be mailed to all account holders between May 20 to May 23, 2022.
Be on the lookout for these cards in the mail and do not mistake them for junk mail!

•

Please make sure Human Resources has your most current address on file to ensure you
will receive your new cards.

•

Effective June 1, 2022, you may activate and use your new HSA and FSA cards. Do not
activate them before that date.

•

You will not be able to use your HSA and FSA cards from May 24th through May 31st.

•

You may still file paper claims for reimbursement during the blackout period.

All HSA accounts will now be serviced directly through HSA Bank. You can check your account at
their website: www.HSABank.com.
All FSA accounts will now be serviced through Wex and the only difference with this vendor is they
will charge $5.00 per replacement card. The website for your FSA accounts will be:
www.90degreebenefits.com/mississippi.php.
Kenny Anderson is no longer with Lockard and Williams. Your new contact person will be:
Rachael Burgess, Administrative Services Manager
90 Degree Benefits
rachael.burgess@90degreebenefits.com
Tel. 228-762-2500 X 102
As always, please contact Human Resources at 248-8201 with any questions or
assistance you may need during this transition time.
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DEO is enlisting the help of the public to take an internet speed test to assist in further developing
Florida's Broadband Availability Map.
Your participation will help the state of Florida identify gaps in high-speed internet service in order to
advance the state’s overall broadband infrastructure expansion goals.
•

Using your internet connection, the speed test will measure the speed of internet transmission
between your device and an outside server.

•

The speed test can be completed using any device that has an internet or cellular connection
and takes less than one minute to complete.

•

After taking the speed test, you will receive immediate results from your test. Results will
populate the map once you complete the speed test and will include your download, upload,
latency, and ping speeds.

•

The data collected from your internet’s speed test will be displayed on the Florida Broadband
Availability Map in real time.

Take the Speed Test

WATCH THE REPLAY AT: FACEBOOK.COM/EVOLVEWITHJT/VIDEOS

LOOK HOW
MANY
CRITTERS
WERE
ADOPTED IN
APRIL!

EXCEPTIONAL
TALENT AT
ANIMAL
CONTROL

For more adorable faces, go to: https://www.baycountyfl.gov/150/Adoptions

 Jacob Maloney
 Sydney Goulding
 Cameron Howard
 Mary Wier
 David Chasteen

For more adorable faces, go to: https://www.baycountyfl.gov/150/Adoptions

Phone: (850) 767-3333
Email: BCAS@baycountyfl.gov

Do you live in Bay, Gulf, and Franklin County?
We need your help! Scallop Sitters is one of our
cooperative volunteer programs with Florida Fish
and Wildlife (FWC).
Historically, populations of bay scallops were in large
numbers and able to support fisheries across many
North Florida bays, including St Andrew Bay, St Joe
Bay, and Alligator Harbor (Franklin County).
Consecutive years of poor environmental conditions,
habitat loss, and general “bad luck” resulted in poor
annual production and caused the scallop fishery to
close. Bay scallops are a short-lived species growing
from babies to spawning adults and dying in about a
year. Scallop populations can recover quickly when
growing conditions are good and can decline
dramatically when growing conditions are bad.
An opportunity to jump start restoration of North
Florida’s bay scallops came in 2011. Using funding
from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, a multi-county
scallop restoration program was proposed and
eventually set up in 2016. Scientists with FWC use
hatchery reared scallops obtained from parents or
broodstock from local bays to grow them in mass to
increase the number of spawning adults near critical
seagrass habitat.

reproduce, and in turn repopulate the bays.
Volunteers make monthly visits from June until
January to their assigned cages where they clean
scallops removing attached barnacles and other
potential problem organisms. Scallop Sitters watch
the mortality rate and collect salinity data which
helps figure out restoration goals and success in
targeted areas.
You are invited! Become a Scallop Sitter
1. Register
Franklin County https://bit.ly/
franklinscallopsitter22
Gulf County https://bit.ly/gulfscallopsitter22
Bay County https://bit.ly/bayscallopsitter22
2. You will be sent a registration survey via email, a
virtual workshop link, and an invite to our Northwest
Florida Scallop Sitter Facebook Group.

FWC also created another program where volunteers
can help with restoration called “Scallop Sitters” in
2018 and invited UF/IFAS Extension to help manage
the volunteer part of the program in 2019 which led
to targeted efforts in Gulf and Bay Counties.
After the 2020 hiatus due to COVID-19, the program
boasted nearly 100 volunteers for the 2021 campaign.
UF/IFAS Extension is once again partnering with
FWC in Bay and Gulf and Franklin Counties. Despite
challenges with rainfall, stormwater runoff, and low
salinity, our Scallop Sitter volunteers have supplied
valuable information to researchers and restoration
efforts, especially in these beginning years of our
program. Scallop Sitters collect useful information
about salinities throughout the target bays. But the
bulk of the impact comes with keeping a close watch
on their scallops. The scallops maintained by their
sitters have a better chance of a successful spawn
when the time is right.
So, what does a Scallop Sitter do? Volunteers
manage predator exclusion cages of scallops, which
are either placed in the bay or by a dock. The cages
supply a safe environment for the scallops to live and

Giving scallops a helping hand, “Scallop Sitters” work
with UF/IFAS Extension, Florida Sea Grant, and FWC
restoration scientists by cleaning scallops and checking
salinity once a month from June through January. Photo by
Tyler Jones, UF/IFAS Extension and Florida Sea Grant.
(Continued on page 12)

(Continued from page 11)

3. View a virtual workshop or you can attend our
Kickoff Reception 9:30 AM before picking up your
scallops and supplies. See the pick-up schedule
below.
4. Pick-up supplies and scallops:
•

•
•

Franklin County: June 2nd Kickoff Reception
9:30AM, Pick-up 10:00AM – 1:00 PM (Eastern)
Gulf County: June 9th Kickoff Reception
9:30AM, Pick-up 10:00AM – 1:00 PM (Eastern)
Bay County: June 16th Kickoff Reception
9:30AM, Pick-up 10:00AM – 1:00 PM (Central)
Special thanks to the News Herald
L. Scott Jackson
UF/IFAS Extension Bay County / Florida Sea Grant
Ray Bodrey
UF/IFAS Extension Gulf County
A “Scallop Sitter” cage ready for placement near
seagrasses. The cages are restoration tools used to produce
baby scallops during the annual growing cycle.
Photo by L. Scott Jackson.
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Scott Jackson, Co-Op Extn,
is on Discovery Channel

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/e4ad8cd9/H97f-kTFNEmz
-A7BIMM9AQ?u=https://youtu.be/ApIKUogF9t4

congratulations

Jeremy Jernigan
(Human Resources)

and Beautiful wife
Hannah...

#BCFR firefighters responded to a fire that was
fully-involved upon arrival. Crews worked
tirelessly but were unable to save the home.
But...
We were able to save something that matters, the
cremains of the homeowner's husband. Job well
done to Firefighter Alex Miller for making the
extra effort of locating the urn during salvage
operations. It was looking like he was going to
be unsuccessful in his search but thankfully he
was finally able to recover it.
Pictured here, the citizen and our tough guy
Battalion Chief were both moved to tears. This is
what it's really about. It's why we do what we
do.
Taken from Bay County Emergency Services Facebook page.
Thank you :)

