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Hurricane Michael Clean-up
The devastation of Hurricane
Michael has impacted all of
Bay County’s departments
and divisions. The Bay
County Solid Waste Division
is no exception. The Bay
County Waste-to-Energy facility
was so damaged that it was
inoperable and was not able to be
returned to service until midDecember. The Steelfield Road
Landfill fortunately suffered only
minor damage and by Saturday,
October the 13th, just 2 days
after the storm, we were back in
business.
In order to accommodate the
dramatic increase in materials
being landfilled, the Steelfield
Landfill has been open to the
public for twelve to fourteen
hours per day, seven days a
week. To do this landfill staff has
been augmented by personnel
from Parks and Recreation,
EnGen staff from the Waste-toEnergy facility and by the use of

temporary employees.
Several of the Parks and
Recreation employees that have
been assisting us that had little
prior experience operating heavy
equipment and have become
proficient heavy equipment
operators over the course of the
last several months. The
assistance of the employees from
Parks and Recreation has been
invaluable. Without them it
would be very difficult to meet
the demands that have been
placed on the Solid Waste
Division.
Since the date of the storm the
landfill has taken in over 223,080
tons of material. This about 1.7
times the amount of material that
would normally be landfilled
during the entire fiscal year. At
times the landfill has taken in
almost 600 commercial vehicles
during a single day. Over the
course of the day this works out
to a fully loaded commercial

vehicle in and out every minute
and a half.
Much of the storm related debris
that is coming into the Steelfield
Road Landfill is being stocked
piled in what is called a Debris
Management Site (DMS). This
material stockpiled in the DMS
now encompasses over 9 acres
and contains hundreds of
thousands of cubic yards of
debris. At times the DMS has
received, on average, over 7,000
cubic yards of material per day.
There is another DMS site at the
Steelfield Road Landfill but it is
not operated by Solid Waste staff.
It is operated by a cooperative
arrangement with the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Commission
and the United Sates Coast
Guard. The whole DMS site is
dedicated to managing the
vessels made derelict by the
storm. Hundreds of them lay in
rows, side by side for about a half
mile.

Steelfiled white good area collected after Hurricane Michael
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The Bay County Waste-to-Energy facility suffered millions
of dollars in damages due to the storm. Emergency repairs
had to be completed to prevent further damage to the facility
and major repairs had to be completed before the facility could
be brought back online. While it was down the facility was
operated as a transfer station to allow commercial waste
haulers an disposal alternative to the landfill. Even after the
facility was able to come back online the demand for disposal
was so great that it was initially open 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week to all commercial waste haulers.
The Bay County Solid Waste Division has contract oversight of
the Debris Collection activities that are occurring in the unincorporated portions of Bay County. Everyone has seen the large
double truck trailer combination vehicles with the grapple collecting debris from alongside the roadsides. Many people call
them the ‘FEMA” trucks, but they are actually contractors working for Bay County. So far they have collected over 7million cubic yards of storm related debris. Before the clean-up is complete
this number may well exceed 8 million cubic yards of debris.

Night debris management site at
Steelfield Landfill
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“Sandra has personally
inspired generations of
Bay County children
to love to read.”
“Josee and her team
coordinated the clearing
of debris from several
hundred miles of roads....”
“Her strength and
determination have set a
fine example of work
ethics for her fellow
employees.”
“Mark is a selfless first
responder whose number
one priority is the safety
and welfare of his
personnel.”
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BY BLAKE BRANNON | WJHG

Derick Thomas, the
Division manager for
Bay County Parks
and Recreation said,
"With the
understanding of the
love the community
"We're really trying to get in there and make it safe and get it open as quickly as possible." has for
that
place and the urgency
to get it back open,
we're really pushing to
work with the
contractors that are in
there right now."

The park was badly damaged,
but we're working hard to
restore it.
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Bay County
Emergency
Management Division
Chief Joby Smith was
awarded the Florida
Emergency Preparedness
Association’s (FEPA)
“Chad Reed” Emergency
Management Professional
of the Year distinction
for his hard work and
dedication during the
county’s response to
Hurricane Michael.

“I am so humbled and honored to
have been recognized by this
group of professionals in my
field," Smith said, "and I am
tremendously grateful to the
hundreds of first responders from
throughout the state and the
nation who came to help us
manage this disaster".
“None of this would have been
possible without the tremendous
support of Bay County
administration and the incredible
team of employees who work for
Bay County. We still have a long
recovery ahead, but Bay County
and its residents are resilient,
and we will emerge stronger than
ever.” Joby Smith

...dropped by to say,
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It has been a hectic, warm start to 2019... and it's only getting warmer.
Soon enough the long sleeves and long pants will come off and we'll be going to the beach, shell island, family Bar-B-Q's and
on vacations. That gives you 4 months and 4 days until the official start of "SUMMER". Don't go another year feeling lethargic,
staying covered up, taking meds that tell you to avoid the sun and wishing you had started sooner. Too many people wait for the
ideal time to start taking care of themselves. The reality is, there will never be a "GOOD TIME" to start; if you wait for that, you'll
stay where you are for the rest of your life. Change is always uncomfortable. Learn to embrace it and watch what happens in your
life.
There has never been an easier way to get started..
1. No cost (in fact if you come during your day, Bay County is
literally paying you to do it!)
2. 10 Minutes online to set yourself up (see below)
3. Come see me and start changing

How To Schedule An Appointment (New Clients)
1) Click here: https://evolvewithjt.clientsecure.me/client_portal
2) Then click “I’m A New Client” and select the date and time
you would like to book an appointment. Then enter your name,
email and phone number and click “Request Appointment”.
3) Within 24 hours check your email for a confirmation of your appointment and click the link provided to set up your client
portal account. Then, just complete the new client paperwork, which should only take a few minutes.
NOTE: Existing clients can schedule, reschedule or cancel all future appointments by visiting the client portal and clicking “existing
client” and logging into their accounts.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me directly at (850) 276-5343. And as always, I’m available via text anytime!
I Looking forward to working with you! JT
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Our partners at Catholic Charities need our help! They have stepped up
to help our community and now their pantry is empty.
Bay County Board of County Commissioners is hosting
a food drive to replenish their food supply.
 Please bring unopened nonperishable items on the list below (or whatever you have)
to the Government Center and put them in the box at the entrance, and we’ll make
sure they get to the right place.
 Alternatively, you may drop items off directly at
2943 E. 11th St., Panama City, to Catholic Charities’ pantry
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BAY COUNTY
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Emergency Operations Center
Welcomes First Lady, Casey DeSantis
The First Lady spent time in our 9-1-1 Call Center getting to know
our dispatchers and the important work they do. She was also
briefed by Emergency Services staff
including Chief Mark Bowen, GIS
Specialist Scott Warner, 9-1-1 Brian
Hardin, and EM Specialist Frankie Lumm.
We thank Governor DeSantis for his
continued support of our community.
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This is your mother’s flu shot.
And your grandma’s.
And your partner’s.
And your preschooler’s.
And your college student’s.

Be Good to Yourself and Others This Flu Season

The truth is, when you get the flu vaccine,
you’re protecting everyone around you.
Everyone you love, all your neighbors, even
the bagger at the grocery checkout line.
The CDC reports that last winter we lost 80,000 people to the flu. So far this flu season, 19,000 flu-related deaths
have been reported. At least 34 of those who died were children.
Wouldn’t you do everything in your power to protect those you love and reduce that number? It turns out that
less than half of Americans opt to get the vaccine. But the CDC says if 2 out of every 3 people were vaccinated against
the flu, it actually would protect everyone.
So what are you waiting for?
It's over in a few seconds and has no side effects (no, it doesn’t give you the flu). Plus, it’s fully covered by the Affordable Care Act, which makes it $0 for almost anyone with health insurance—even if you haven’t met your deductible. Get
vaccinated, and keep yourself and your loved ones safe this flu season. Grab your health insurance card and go to:
· Any network pharmacy (anyone 18 years of age and up)
· Certain retail pharmacies like Walgreens, Publix, and Winn-Dixie (anyone 18 years of age and up)
· Any doctor in your plan's network (all ages, starting at 6 months)
If you have a BlueMedicare Choice (RPPO), BlueMedicare Select (PPO), BlueMedicare Complete (HMO SNP),
BlueMedicare Classic (HMO), BlueMedicare Classic Plus (HMO) and BlueMedicare Premier (HMO) plan: Be sure
you're signed up for HealthyBlue Rewards because you earn $20 for getting your shot!

5 more tips to help you avoid the flu
Besides getting the flu shot, follow the advice of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to lower the risk
of bringing the flu virus into your household:
1. Keep it clean: Wash your hands often with soap and water or an alcohol-based sanitizer to reduce germs. Disinfect
high-traffic areas in your home and office, like doorknobs and keyboards.
2. Keep hands away: One way people catch germs is by touching a germy area, then touching their eyes, nose or
mouth. Limit touching your face, especially while out in public.
3. Keep your distance: Flu viruses can be spread up to six feet when an infected person coughs, sneezes or even
speaks. If you know someone has the flu, keep your distance.
4. Keep covered: Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue. If you don’t have one handy, cough or sneeze into your
upper sleeve or elbow instead of your hands.
5. Keep the immune system strong: It’s easier to get sick if your immune system is
weakened. Getting enough sleep, managing stress, eating healthy foods and staying
active are a few ways to keep the body in fighting shape to ward off infection.
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Christopher S. Dillard

Magnum A. Coker

Pamela R. Whitfield

Matthew T. Nutz

Winston E. Russ

Bruce A. Kuttner

Corrin M. Gabriel

Hunter A. Clackler

Jerrad M. Hiers

Megan A. Lavery

Lawrence S. Jackson

Douglas T. Jones

Joel B. Schubert

Sheila J. Faries

Beaulieu, Tina M.

Bay County Library

Anderson, Kathleen

Bay County Library

Bosworth, Mark A.

Roads & Bridges

Prince, Zachary L.

Wastewater

Hill, Sharron M.

PC Beach Library

Timothy E. Frederickson Richard C. Taylor
Austin M. Williams

Ruby G. Adkins

Jessica C. Stone

Sonya G. Maddox

John R. Bland

Jordan M. Mauldin

Sharon E. Cook

Cassie M. Allen

Joel M. Welch

Albert Bock

Michael J. Lambright

Aleysia C. Pitts

Thomas M. Harrell

Harold G. Ford

Christopher W. Fritze

Dana A. Wadsworth

Dustin P. Marsden

Ginger A. Veal

William H. Morrison

Victoria E. Byrd

Kevin M. Kline

Raymond D. Nolind

Johnathon A. Clemons

Kenneth R. Knowles

Carolyn D. Emerson

Michael W. Jones

James H. Dunham

Robert E. Zierden

Coy H. Robinson

Jeffrey C. Duncan
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10 Parker, Daniel B.

Engineering

15 Dean, Michael J.

Fire Services

5 Warner, Scott D.

Public Safety-E911

10 Combs, Terry W.

Roads & Bridges

5 Rose, William N.

Animal Control

5 Lindsey, Patrick E.

EMS Division

5 McCall, Victoria M.

EMS Division

5 Schild, Valerie D.

Emergency Services

Bay County Currents

11

Bay County Currents

12

Bay County Currents

