December 2018

...a publication for, about and by county employees
We're Just the Good 'Ol Boys
Our lives were all changed as Michael roared out!
He left us all frightened and worried, no doubt.
He took many homes, buildings and trees.
We said God please just spare us, as we prayed on our knees.
We couldn't get out, the roads were all blocked.
It was dark, so destroyed, and the town was deadlocked.
We needed some help, we were sad, in distress.
Our hopes and our dreams were such a big mess.
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Then we saw it all happen right before our eyes!
The troops they did rally, who needed bright skies?
Grab your saws, get your tractors, bring all your toys!
We can work our way in, we're the good 'ol boys!

And work they all did as they swarmed street by street.
We can get this job done, and in came the fleet!
The saws were abuzz, and the tractors they roared,
and the good 'ol boys sliced wood chord by chord!
And in came police, firemen, troops with some aid!
And the linemen moved in, it was quite the brigade!
They began to get busy, the task was quite clear.
And the good 'ol boys, they had no fear!
They were up in the trees, they were under the wires.
They ran around town and got nails in their tires.
But they never gave up, there was love in each heart,
For the town they held dear needed a new start.

“Dedicated it to all of the county employees (good ol’ boys
AND good ol’ girls) who worked with such dedication, professionalism, and without concern for their own welfare,
during the most dire circumstances that Hurricane Michael
could muster. It’s been the highlight of my career in public
service to have been associated with people such as y’all!
Patty Tunnell 10/10/2018 God bless.” Guy (& Patty) Tunnell

And work we still do, with our worlds rearranged,
but we all work together, we're forever changed.
So watch us all grow, as it is a new era,
and I'm proud to be living in the Redneck Riviera!
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Hurricane Michael news
We appreciate the fact that many employees are working
very hard since the hurricane. The County Manager has
agreed to extend the time to use these hours.
Employees will have until June 30, 2019 to use
PTO hours in excess of the 480 maximum that
were on the books as of the pay period in which
December 31, 2018 falls.

Submitted by Sheila Faries,Purchasing
Thanksgiving at EOC was provided by Victoria’s Last Bite. You can tell by the picture, it
was an epicurean delight enjoyed by all who participated.
Thank you April, Anna Grace, Vickie and Judy (L to R)
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DISASTER ASSISTANCE

If you suffered property damage or loss directly caused by Hurricane Michael, you are urged to register with the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and apply for disaster assistance – even if you have
insurance. Help may be available for uninsured or underinsured losses or when insurance claims are not
promptly settled.
Help from FEMA for homeowners and renters can include grants for rent, temporary housing, home repairs to
primary residences as well as other serious disaster-related needs.
--Go online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov. Or download the FEMA app at https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app.
Online registration is the quickest way to register for assistance, but if you don’t have access to the internet, you
can call 800-621-3362. For TTY call 800-462-7585.
When registering with FEMA, you must provide:


Social Security number



Address of the location where the damage occurred (pre-disaster address)



Current mailing address



Current telephone number



Insurance information



Total household annual income

 Routing and account number for your checking or savings account (this allows FEMA to directly transfer
disaster assistance funds into your bank account)
A description of your disaster-caused damage and losses
Follow Up With FEMA
Applicants receive a nine-digit registration number for use when corresponding with FEMA. Keep this number
on hand. It will be needed to update your application with any new information
 After registering for assistance, survivors will receive a letter, text or email regarding their application status.
The notification will explain the status of the application and how to respond.
 Do not be discouraged if you get a letter saying you need to provide additional information in order to be
eligible for assistance; often it is something easily obtained
 If you get a decision letter that you don’t understand, or it doesn’t seem correct, call the FEMA Helpline at
800-621-3362. Often it is something simple that can be cleared up with additional information
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Thank you all
for your
perseverance
during this
challenging
time.
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