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Bay County Emergency Services
Living in the Panhandle, we are indoctrinated to
prepare for “Hurricane Season”. This is good
advice, but as disasters can happen any time of
year, not the best advice.
The Department of Emergency Services (which includes Emergency
Management, EMS, E-911, and Fire) operates on an “all hazards”
approach. An all-hazards approach to emergency preparedness encourages effective and
consistent response to any disaster or emergency, regardless of the cause.
Locally, any large-scale regional catastrophe could quickly strain the resources of
emergency crews and responders, making it necessary for people to be prepared to shelter
in-place at home, school or the workplace with appropriate food, water or medical supplies
for 72 hours or longer.
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Sign up for AlertBay!
AlertBay is a mass notification tool used to keep residents, visitors, staff, and emergency
personnel safe and informed with quick and reliable emergency notifications and public
service announcements.
AlertBay alerts about a variety of events, ranging from severe weather, fires, floods and other
emergencies, to more routine announcements, such as road closures and water utility
maintenance. Messages are sent to users on their preferred contact paths—cell phone, SMS
text messaging, home phone, email, and more—to ensure real-time access to potentially
lifesaving information.
“To me, the most important aspect of AlertBay
is the ability for us to target a specific area for
notification during an emergency,” said Joby
Smith, Bay County Emergency Management
Chief. “Notifications can be so prevalent these
days that people become sort of immune to
them.”
Users can get an even richer experience if they download the free app called Everbridge from
either ITunes or Google Play stores on their mobile devices. The app will allow them to
receive important messages from other counties throughout the nation when they are
traveling or on vacation.
Continued...
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To ensure that the system will call you when
your location of your home or business is
threatened by an event or severe weather, simply register your address and contact information into your own
AlertBay profile, located at www.alertbay.org. It is a good idea to setup a separate profile for each person in your
household to ensure that each person gets the message. If you share a profile and confirm a message the system will
not make any further contact with you about the event.
If you have any questions or issues with signing up for AlertBay, please email bcem@baycountyfl.gov.

Emergency Preparedness … Continued

The American Red Cross suggests some basic steps to make sure you remain safe:


Meet with your family or household members.

 Discuss how to prepare and respond to emergencies that are most likely to happen where you live, learn, work
and play.
 Identify responsibilities for each member of your household and plan to work together as a team.
If a family member is in the military, plan how you would respond if they were deployed.

Plan what to do in case you are separated during an emergency
Choose two places to meet:
̶ Right outside your home in case of a For the more information about Bay County Emergency Services visit our webpage: http://baycountyfl.gov/164/Emergency-Services
sudden emergency, such as a fire
̶ Outside your neighborhood, in case Be sure to follow us on Twitter:
you cannot return home or are asked to https://twitter.com/baycountyem
Like us on Facebook:
evacuate
https://www.facebook.com/BayCountyFLEmergencyServices/
Choose an out-of-area emergency contact
person. It may be easier to text or call long distance if local phone lines are overloaded or out of service. Everyone
should have emergency contact information in writing or saved on their cell phones.

Plan what to do if you have to evacuate
 Decide where you would go and what route you would take to get there. You may choose to go to a hotel/motel,
stay with friends or relatives in a safe location or go to an evacuation shelter if necessary.
 Practice evacuating your home twice a year. Drive your planned evacuation route and plot alternate routes on
your map in case roads are impassable.
Plan ahead for your pets. Keep a phone list of pet-friendly hotels/motels and animal shelters that are along your
evacuation routes.
The Florida Department of Emergency Management offers excellent planning tips at floridadisaster.org and a user
friendly preparation tool at flgetaplan.com.

Let Your Family Know You're Safe
If your community has experienced a disaster, register on the American Red Cross Safe and Well website to let your
family and friends know you are safe. You may also call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) and select the prompt for "Disaster" to register yourself and
your family.
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https://
www.facebook.com
/cafewell/

In the pursuit
of health

Get The App
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Bay County Firefighters Build Patient a Bed
"We just a saw a
need and did
what we needed
to do to fill it."

BAYOU GEORGE,
Fla. - For first responders, there's no
way of knowing
ahead of time what a
day at work will look
like, or who they're
going to help.

Capt. Ray Hottinger
http://www.mypanhandle.com/
news/bay-county-firefighters-buildpatient-a-bed/1166674281

Paramedic Buys Hotel for Stranded Family
He didn't want this mother of three stranded
any longer, so he drove to a nearby hotel,
bought them a room,
"Reaching out
and then drove the
with a hand and family in his truck
back to the hotel to
heart."
EMS Captain Joel Welch check in.
http://www.mypanhandle.com/news/paramedic
-buys-hotel-for-stranded-family/1222402856

Find out more
about us!

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/bay/
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Bay County Fire & Resue, EMS and 911 were honored by Shane's Rib Shack. They delivered free meal certificates to West
End and Thomas Drive, for starters and more over the next couple of days!
Chris Gerkin, along with daughters Ashley and Christy, expressed gratitude for the
service and sacrifice that each of our first responders make every day.
We are touched and grateful to Shane's for their commitment to our first responder
community. They also honor Law Enforcement and the Military with similar appreciation
events.

The BBQ
IS yummy!

That's one lucky dog!
This fella was involved in a single vehicle car crash.
 #BCFR Firefighter Gibson was on leash
detail.
 #BCSO Deputy Warren confir med the pup is
a very good boy.
We are happy to report he has been reunited with
his family thanks to a doggy delivery from
Battalion Chief Vigil!

Photo credit: Lt. Imhof
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For a bigger picture of all that Bay County Parks and Recreation has to offer, including almost 20 boat ramps, visit:
https://fl-baycounty.civicplus.com/289/Parks-Recreation
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Davis, Chris P.

Traffic Engineering

Water Systems Division

30 Owens, James R. Roads & Bridges

Evelyn L. Temple
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Solid Wood Twin Bedroom Set

Slept on twice!!! Asking $650. Call 819-2713

Cool off in the Bay County Public Library while
putting together our community puzzle, in Youth Services.
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...Attention!

Dating from 1870 to 1920, 88 pcs

You have found your China Set for the Holidays and Display! Here is an 88 Piece from Haviland & Co., Limoges, France.
The pattern is Schleiger 52A (15585). It features green leaf design with blue flowers. Overall, the Set is in excellent preowned condition with Three Minor Chips. Full Description of the set as follows: 12 - Berry Bowls- 1 very small chip, 12 Soup Bowls, 12 - Salad Plates- 1 more visible chip, 11 - Dinner Plates, 12 - Saucers -1 very small chip, 9 – Cups, 8 - Butter Pats, 2 - Oval Serving Bowls, 1 - Oval Serving Platter, 2 - Serving Vegetable Bowls, 2 – Vegetable Bowl Covers, 1 –
Round Butter Dish, 1 –Round Butter Dish Air Drain Insert, 1 – Butter dish Cover, 1 – Soup Tureen, 1 – Soup Tureen Cover
Call or Text Sharon Cook 348-2171

Check Us Out on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
baycountypubliclibrary/
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